


Minutes of the Meeting of the Sutton Bonington Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Monday 7th March, 2005 commencing at 7.30pm.


______________________________________________





Present: J. Barton (in the Chair,  J. Barney, J. Bradshaw, D. Franklin, C.Littledyke, T.W. Holt


              & D. Etherton


               


Apologies for absence:  F.Clarke (Late arrival) S. Moseley, R. Ereminowicz & E.M. Raven..





05.27   Minutes.


The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on February 07, 2005 as circulated, were 


agreed and signed as a true record of the business transacted.       


  


05.28    Matters Arising.


Parish Council Annual meeting to be held on Monday 09 May 2005.


Received and circulated, two letters from residents re works currently being carried out at Willow Poole Lane, RBC have confirmed that: only building regulations were required and not planning permission, copy of relevant legislation received.


	      Action.


	      Letters of explanation to be sent to concerned residents, to include copy of legislation.


The dog warden has visited the playing field and has found dog faeces around the perimeter. He has suggested that dog litter bins are erected at each end of the playing field. On the spot fines can be issued to dog owners not clearing up the dog faeces. 


      Other options are:


1)   A byelaw currently exists stating that any persons offending shall be liable on summary 


       conviction to a fine. 


2)    A new bill ’Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment’ has been put forward on 07.12.04, giving                  the Parish Council new powers to issue fixed penalty notices for dog fouling and not keeping dogs on leads etc. It will also streamline the current legislation regarding dogs, so that local authorities and Parish Councils can manage this issue locally, rather than going through central government.


3)    DEFRA have also been consulted and state that under the Dogs Fouling of Land Act 1996, 


       an act to make provision with respect to the fouling of land by dogs, can be implemented.


       Action.


       Notice to be erected on the playing field entrance gate, referring to the Byelaw passed in 1994, 


to inform dog owners that the Parish Council intend to pursue the issuing of fines for any offence committed.


Anchor Inn - the licence has been transferred into joint names, Mr G Ward and Mr J Ward.


Pony paddock - letter received assuring the Parish Council that no rent is being paid by a third


      Party in connection with the cattle currently grazing the pony paddock.


      Mrs Simpson has given notice that they do not wish to renew the lease after March 31, 2005. 


      Paddock to be advertised in the Village News.





       














05.29  Policing Matters


           PC Nick Lowe present.


Since East Leake Police Station took over Local Area Command from Bingham only six crimes have occurred in Sutton Bonington, which consist of a number of shed crimes , one robbery and a stolen sign. Problems have been reported re youths on the children’s playground, youths have been identified and are to be contacted. A new post has been established at the university providing a link between students and the local community, information leaflets were circulated, Ms Futer has offered to give a presentation to the Parish Council - decision deferred until next Council meeting. PC Lowe stated that in five years he had not experienced a lot of trouble caused by students but appreciated that during the next five years there was a predicted increase of 500 students.


Police incident attendance has increased since East Leake Police station was reopened, if the police have not responded to an incident within a couple of days then please let him know. Loughborough Police Station do liaise with East Leake Police Station regarding criminal activity.


Re speeding traffic, although PC Lowe is trained to use a speed gun, the demand is very high from all parishes and currently the police have been instructed to focus on crime detection, which they are currently being measured on, unfortunately this means that speeding traffic is not high on the list of priorities.


The ringmaster system is working well and is considered to be a very valuable service.





/1. Crime Report:


Burglaries  - 	0


Other	-	0


Car		-	0





/2. Police Concerns.


No report.





/3. Rushcliffe Crime and Disorder Partnership are due to write a new strategy showing what the Partnership is going to prioritise and how it is to allocate funding. The Partnership relies heavily on Neighbourhood Watch Groups, especially the Community Watch which at present costs approx £15,000 per annum to operate. They are requesting Parish Councils to indicate whether they would be willing to contribute either in voluntary hours or in monetary contributions.


Decision.


No contributions to be given.


 


/3. The following documents were received, noted and circulated:


Ringmaster Messages reported.












































05.30  Planning 


/a. Applications: 


D. Franklin declared an interest in planning application 07.05 and withdraw from discussions.





07.05�
133 Main Street


Sutton Bonington�
Construct tractor shed.�
Do Not Object subject to approval of the Environment Agency. Concern was raised that we have seen an increase in planning applications on the flood plain contrary to PPG25.�
�
08.05�
81a Main Street


Sutton Bonington�
Single storey rear extension; pitched roof over existing kitchen extension.�
Do Not Object�
�
09.05�
Land adjacent to


10 Landcroft Lane


Sutton Bonington         �
Conversion of stables to form bungalow�
Object. The original application for stables on this site was opposed and similarly we would oppose any further dwelling on the south side of Landcroft Lane as it would be an intrusion on the open countryside. The Parish Council feel that the building of the stables has been used as a mechanism to get a dwelling house in the open countryside, which would not normally be allowed. The application states that the present use of the buildings is ‘stables’, this building has never been used as stables. �
�






/2 Decisions:


_


01.05


REM�
University of Nottingham School of Agriculture,


Sutton Bonington�
Construction of 2 & 3 storey academic building and lecture theatre; formation of car park.�
Approve.�
�






/3 Other Planning Issues.


/a. Rectory Site -  


Circulated:


Response from Derek Clowes, RBC to letter from the Parish Council dated 14.012.04


Proposed letter in reply.


The following was reported:


Letter has been sen,t along with photographs to RBC and DWH, complaining strongly about the installation of gates to the Rectory Site, which contravenes condition 2 of the approved planning application. RBC’s enforcement officer is to look into the complaint. We have been assured by Mr D Caddy of DWH that the gates are not permanent although DWH are currently in discussions with RBC to obtain permission for a gated access between the hours of 10pm and 7am. The Parish Council have informed Mr Caddy that they will strongly object to any proposal for a gated access.


Complaint has been sent to RBC and DWH re the landscaping on the frontage of the site. A landscaping scheme was approved by RBC and a copy is to be forwarded to the Parish Council. The plants will be looked after by DWH until all properties are sold and then it will be included in the remit of a Community Management Committee which will formed.


Slab levels - RBC are currently considering the implications of the levels shown on the plan and will be requesting cross sections which indicate the relationship of a number of the proposed dwellings to adjacent properties, a determination will then be made. DWH have stated that, if RBC raise objections to the levels then this can be dealt with on certain properties. The Parish Council have formally opposed the raising of such levels.


Mr Caddy was reminded of DWHs promise to consult the Parish Council on all matters concerning the Rectory site, this has not happened.


Letter was sent objecting to the ‘Rectory’ signs built into the front wall, informing them that the Rectory is actually on 19a Park Lane.


Discussion are currently taking place between RBC, NCC and DWH re increasing the density of the site, with a proposal to include a number of 2.5 storey properties fronting Main Street.


Curbing work on Main Street has been completed with two new gullies being installed.


           Action


           Letter to Derek Clowes, RBC as agreed, to enquire if increasing the density of 


           the site would necessitate a fresh planning application and under new government legislation 


           would low cost housing now need to be considered.


           Letter concerning condition of new wall, fronting Main St.


/b. Nottingham University - received a section drawing showing the proposed academic building and it’s relationship with the existing south laboratory building.


/c. Poachers Arms- a bat survey has been completed and has concluded that it is unlikely that the building would be able to support a stable microclimate suitable for roosting bats.


/d. Permission has been granted to fell a poplar tree at 49a Main Street, no TPO was made.


/e. 17 Main Street - construction of an agricultural building, permission has been granted under permitted development  provisions.























05.31  Correspondence and Reports.


            /1 Highway Matters:


/a. NCC Report:


Questionnaire received re Health & Safety issues for grass cutting. The form has been completed and returned.


A complaint has been made to NCC re the lack of response to issues/concerns raised at the Parish Council meetings. A complete list of outstanding works/queries has been forwarded to Ian Parker, NCC which include the following:


Charnwood Fields/Park Lane - road sinking.


Quiet Lanes - request confirmation that a works order has been submitted, a copy of the order and proposed timescale for works to be completed.


Drainage issues update still not received.


Main Street, outside the Rectory site is sinking.


Covers missing on Landcroft Lane verge.


Outstanding invoices.


St. Anne’s Lane is in desperate need of patching/resurfacing.


Directional sign at the top of Hungary Lane has still not been removed, despite frequent requests.


A6006 pot hole repairs - have broken up again - request NCC to inspect the highway in question.


/b. Report given by Cllr. T.W. Holt on the consultation document  ‘Local Transport Plan for Greater Nottingham’ copy bound with the minutes.


/c. Station Road - reported letter from the University of Nottingham to Cllr. T.W. Holt re the condition of Station Road footpath, the University has subsequently written to the Chief Executive of NCC.





/2 Transport Matters (Rail & Bus)


/a. LANRAC - Station at Ratcliffe on Soar is due to open in September 2007 despite an escalated cost from £17m to £27m. Until the station opens conditions at Lougborough Station remain a concern. It was reported that the Lougborough Eastern Gateway project, which will include  housing, a link road and additional parking, does not include any improvements to the infrastructure of the actual station. Network Rail state that they have no money for improvements to the station.





/3 NCC Items.


/a. In 2004 the Government introduced new planning legislation in the form of the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, one of the requirements was for local planning authorities to produce a statement of community involvement, with this in mind a questionnaire has been produced to establish community involvement, level of consultation from NCC and identify any improvements. D. Franklin to complete.


/b.  The following documents were received, noted and circulated:


Travel & Transport Briefing


Countylink


Planning & Property Briefing

















/4 RBC Items.


/a. Rushcliffe Community Partnership are to be informed of any future grant applications and are currently looking to improve communications with Parish Councils and community groups to facilitate an interchange of ideas. 


Decision.


Not to proceed at present.


/b. Meeting of the Community Workers Forum is to be held on 15.03.05 at 10am - 12noon.


/c. After consultation it has been decided that NCC will take over all responsibility for highways in West Bridgford and Edwalton. 


/d. Received a copy of the Borough Treasurers report which will be considered by the RBC at their meeting on 03.03.05.


/e. The following documents were received, noted and circulated:


Members Monthly January.


RBC meeting 02.12.04


Electoral Register Update.


RCVS News.`





/5 NALC, NRCC & Voluntary Organisations.


/a. New National Agreement - salary benchmarks.


The Clerk left the room whilst discussions took place.


Resolved.


Up to date job description to be forwarded to E.M. Raven, D. Etherton & J. Barton enabling a report to be given at the next Council meeting.


/b. Clerical Business insurance cover has been quoted at £28.28 per annum.


Resolved.


Agreed to pay 50%.


/c. SLCC membership was discussed and a decision not to join reached.


/d. Received from the ODPM two discussion documents on


Vibrant Local Leadership.


Citizen Engagement and Public Services - Why Neighbourhoods Matter.


/e. Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Bill was formally introduced on 07.12.04 increasing the Parish Council powers. Copy circulated and bound with the minutes.


/f. Request received from NALC for help with running the Association, they are desperately in need of volunteers to join the Executive committee or a sub-committee.   �/g. The Standards Board are consulting with Parish Councils to establish any areas that the Code of Conduct could be changed and how any changes could be best achieved. Copies of the consultation document were circulated.


/h. Burial grounds survey received. D. Etherton to complete. 


/i. The following documents were received, noted and circulated:


DIS  599 & 600


Local Council Review


























/6 Any Other Correspondence.


/a. Charnwood Development Framework: the following four draft supplementary planning documents have been published for consultation and can be viewed at www.charnwood.gov.uk


Leading in Design


Leading in Design - shop fronts and signs.


Loughborough University East Park.


Student Housing Provision in Loughborough.


/b. A letter offering to visit the Parish Council, to discuss any issues relating to students and the local community, was received from Melanie Futer the Off Campus Student Affairs manager for Nottingham University. 


Decision


To defer decision until the next Council meeting.


/c. The following two consultation documents were received, comments to be submitted by 14.04.05:


Regional Freight Strategy


Regional Waster Strategy.





05.32  Receipts and Payments since last meeting. F. Clarke present.


            /1 Payments  


�EMBED MSWorks4Table���





/2. Receipts.


Allotment Rent�
£3.00


�
�






/3. Other Financial Matters.


/a. Tree Guard - quotation received for a wrought iron tree guard at a cost of £93.00 plus vat.


Resolved.


Proposed J. Bradshaw, seconded C.D. Littledyke to purchase a tree guard from Stanton Hope Ltd.


Motion duly carried.


05.33  Pavilion & Playing Field


/a. Repairs to the playing field car park lights - due to the high cost of quotations received the following is now proposed:


C. Johnson to dig out trench and infill at a cost of £18 per hour.


D. Hopkinson to disconnect and reconnect lights.


Cabling and sand to be purchased.


Working party to take place on 19.03.05








05.34 Spinney & Meadows Nature Reserve.


Educational visits for Nottingham University undergraduates is estimated at approximately 30 for 2005..





05.35 Soar Valley Bus.


Concern has been raised over a possible shortfall re the purchasing of the new Soar Valley Bus. Previously NCC purchased the bus but this time the Soar Valley Bus Committee have to purchase the bus and then claim the relevant grant from NCC, which leaves the committee liable for the VAT. The Parish Council are able to provide a grant under the Local Government and Rating Act 1997 sections 26-29 which gives them the power to spend money on a Community Transport Scheme. 


Resolved.


Authorisation has been given, by the Parish Council to the Finance Committee, to meet and approve expenditure for the provision of any shortfall in the purchase of a new Soar Valley Bus. All figures and details to be provided.


Proposed F. Clarke seconded J. Bradshaw


Motion duly carried.


J. Corliss to be informed. Also to suggest that a letter is sent to the Chief Executive and Chairman of NCC informing them of the situation.





05.36  Airport Noise & Development 


/a. AARPC -  No report.


/b. Minutes of the meeting held with Nottingham East Midlands Airprt on 07.02.05 were circulated and agreed. Copy bound with the minutes.


/c. The Civil Aviation Authority have agreed to the changes to the controlled airspace proposed by NEMA. All consultation with the community and local authorities was taken into account prior to any decision being made.





05.37 Village Website.


The village website is now up and running under www.suttonbonington.org, modifications are to be made and details updated. Minutes to be emailed to P. Barton.





05.38  Village News Items.


Village Website details


Pony paddock for rent.


Annual Parish Meeting 28.04.05.


Village News group are currently experiencing problems obtaining insurance. The following two possibilities have been identified:


1) To become a subcommittee of the Parish Council and to be covered under a volunteer clause.


2) To obtain insurance cover and request a grant from the Parish Council to cover the cost. This grant would be paid under Section 111 of the LGA 1972.


Decision.


Defer until next Council meeting to allow time for the Group to update the Council on any progress made.





05.39 Parish Paths.


The works order for 2005 has now been submitted. The Capital works grant and mowing grant will be applied for in the Spring and will include payment for Capital works carried out in 2004.











05.40 Matters of Report.


Reported in the Loughborough Echo that another wheelie bin is to be delivered for recycling. No decision has been made yet from RBC.


Playscheme is to take place between 1st - 12th of August 2005, permission was granted for the use of the Pavilion and Playing field facilities.


Permission was granted for the Pavilion hire for overnight camping on 08.04.05 & 09.04.05.


Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 28.04.05 at 7.30pm.


R. Smith has been contacted for a quotation for weed spraying through the village.


Direct Information Service is due for renewal at a cost of £90 per annum - agreed not to renew the subscription.


Concern was raised over reporting in the Loughborough Echo.


 


Next Meeting to be held Monday April 04, 2005 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  


Meeting closed at 10.05pm.
























































