


Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for Sutton Bonington held in the Village Hall on Thursday 22nd April 2010 at 7.30pm.





Present Parish Councillors: S. Moseley (In the Chair), F. Clarke, D. Franklin, R. Ereminowicz, 


J. Bradshaw & J. Allinson 





Borough & Parish Councillor T.W. Holt.


13 Members of the Public





Apologies: 


Parish Councillors:  J. Barton, B. Pickering, D. Franklin & C.D. Littledyke


Parishioners:  D. Kerr, Sue James, Katherine Hebblethwaite, Colin Blackshaw, Mark Brumwell & 


Police: PC Warwick 


County Councillor L. Sykes





Minutes:


The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on April 23rd, 2009, as circulated, were confirmed and signed as a true record of business transacted.





Chairman’s Report:


Playing Field 


A new track has been installed on the playing field at a cost £1900, which was covered by grants from Rushcliffe Borough Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. This has improved the access to the Spinney & Meadows. 


Vandalism continues to be a problem and is to be monitored by our new special constable Jeremy Green.





Main Street


The Parish Council continue to lobby Nottinghamshire County Council in the request to straighten the out the footpath and to remove the bulge but have been unsuccessful to date. We have now made a formal complaint about the handling of case.





Park Lane


Parish Council have been constantly campaigning to get Park Lane resurfaced and we can know announce that this work will take place during the Autumn. The Parish Council will continue to campaign for improved highway drainage as part of the scheme.





Rectory Site 


Building work continues on the site. 





Community Speed Watch 


The scheme is still in operation and is felt to be successful but is desperately short of volunteers.





New Speed Restrictions 


Landcroft Lane and Melton Lane are to have a  speed reductions put in place with a section of Melton Lane being reduced to 40 mph and Landcroft Lane will become 30mph zone.





Police


PCSO Dave Wesson based at East Leake is now covering the area along with a new Special Constable Jeremy Green who is covering Sutton Bonington, Normanton on Soar and Stanford on Soar. A police survey for residents can be found on the police website, which gives residents the opportunity to put forward areas of concern and to help identify local policing priorities for the following three month period. These priorities will then be taken to a  Local Area Group meeting, which is attended by representatives of the local communities in the Soar Valley, Parish Councils and police and a decision will be formally made on which priorities to adopt.





Allotments-


All allotments are currently let with just one person on the waiting list – anyone wishing to add their name to the list should contact the Clerk





Verges


Further planting of daffodils has taken place on Park Lane and at the bottom of Marle Pit Hill in 2009. The Parish Council have just been awarded a grant to purchase more bulbs which will be planted around the village this year.. Many thanks to Frank Clarke for his hard work in planting the bulbs.. We have also this year planted some more trees on Park Lane.





Seats 


Notthinghamshire County Council are to replace 6 seats throughout the village this year.





Telephone Kiosk 


The Parish Council have adopted the telephone Kiosk at the bottom of Marle Pit Hill.





AARPC 


The Parish Council continue as members of the AARPC although it has currently gone very quite. In fact very quiet at present!!!!!!





Dog Fouling 


Dog fouling continues to be a problem in the village although the dog warden conducts regular checks.





University Expansion


Over recent year the University has seen huge expansion with the opening of the Vet school, more recently accommodation blocks have been built at the north end of the campus, a new three storey education block (replacing the old Maple building) and a new sports facility. Planning permission has also been granted for a 15m wind turbine.





Financial Statement.


The financial statement of the Parish Council, showing the receipts and payments from 2008/2009 audited, 2009/2010 (not yet audited); and the 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 budgets, was circulated. (Copy bound with the minutes).




















Report from the Borough Councillor T.W. Holt.


£500 Community Grant scheme – grants have been allocated towards the church clock restoration, help with decorating Kingston on Soar village hall and £200 to purchase a shed for the school allotment scheme. 


Planning – Kingston on Soar Eco Town is no longer on the agenda. Planning within Sutton Bonington is always contentious and often when Rushcliffe Borough Council backs the local opinion and refuses an application it is in some cases overturned by the Planning Inspectorate on appeal. 


Rectory development – we are appalled re the attitude of Nottinghamshire County Council regarding the access to the site and we will continue to fight to get this sorted out. During 2009 David Wilson Homes submitted an application to alter the planning permission for the block of three storey houses at the top of the site, Rushcliffe Borough Council refused this application which was upheld on appeal. 


The East Midlands Parkway Station still has no public transport serving the station. The Station is deemed successful and currently exceeds the estimated patronage on opening.


Glass recycling – Rushcliffe will not be introducing curbside glass recycling due to the noise and safety issues and also the expense of delivering such a scheme..





Report from County Councillor L. Sykes





The Budget Debate


This has been very difficult for us because we don’t know what cuts in grants are coming but we do know that whatever happens at the General Election, there will be cuts.  I believe that just about every council in the country is facing the same issues.  In Nottinghamshire, there has been a 43% rise in referrals to social services since the Baby P case and a ongoing rise in the cost of Adult social services.  Did you know that after education, about over 40% of the CC budget goes on Adult Social care and this will increase year on year.  Despite all the savings we have to make all front line services have been protected and in several cases increased.  My department, Youth Services, are increasing services, building fabulous new youth centres including one in West Bridgford.   





Highways


We are committed to investment in our roads, particularly repairing potholes, made worse by the recent bad weather.  I know there were problems with gritting but in Nottinghamshire, we had the maximum amount of grit in our store, the problem was when we reordered, we couldn’t get hold of enough because of the huge increase in demand.  Please let me know about any potholes that are yet to repaired and any other environmental issues you may have.





CDF


Used to be EDI, I was very pleased to be able to give contributions towards St Michaels and St Annes PCC towards work on the church clock and to the Parish council for work to improve the cemetery.


A new financial year has started and I’m always pleased to hear form community groups who need help with their funding.  





Reports from Village Organisations.





St. Michael’s Bellringers: Sunday service ringing  - the Band provides 30 minutes of ringing on all 6 bells at St. Michael’s church before Anglican morning services in Sutton Bonington on 1st and 3rd Sundays and at St. Winifred’s church Kingston on Soar on 2nd and 4th Sundays. The Band also provides occasional Sunday service ringing at Normanton on Soar. The current members are all residents of Sutton Bonington and are David Kerr (Tower Captain), Bernard Smith (Ringing Master), Margaret Smith, Annette Boden, Robin Linklater, Neil Saunders, Sarah Saunders and Andrew Kerr. The practice night is on Monday at 7.30pm. Practice alternates between St. Michael’s church (1st & 3rd Mondays) and St. Winifred’s church (2nd & 4th Mondays). This arrangement enables the Band to practice more advanced ringing methods on bells of a more manageable weight. Several Band members are also members of the South Notts District of the Guild and take part regularly in District meetings and attend local events. The belfry equipment is regularly monitored and maintained by members of the Band. As was reported last year a thorough survey of the belfry was carried out in January 2009 by Hayward Mills Associates of Nottingham, where it was found that some fairly major repair work was needed to the frame, masonry and running gear. The engineers also made several recommendations for further work, including the fitting of a protective floor above the bells, to prevent the ingress of rainwater that has in the past caused so much corrosion of the iron frame. Work was started in late July 2009 and eventually completed in early October. The ringing circle was resited and several other improvements made to the ‘go’ of the bells. Since this work was completed, there has been considerable fund raising activity to secure the remaining money needed for the installation of the protective floor. A coffee morning, barn dance and jumble sale, together with many personal donations has so far raised over £1400. The Band have pledged to donate £1000 so we have a grand total so far of £2400 towards the new floor.


Sutton Bonington Baby & Toddler Group: The SB Baby & Toddler Group is a registered charity and meets every Tuesday and Friday morning (9.45am-11.45am) during term time.  We rent the Baptist Church lounge and side rooms which gives us lots of space and a small garden in the summer to run around in.  We are run by a small committee of volunteers and welcome parents/grandparents/carers with pre-school aged children and babies.  We have a variety of different toys to suit all ages along with a craft/activity table.  The sessions are very friendly and informal with free-play for the first hour followed by snack time for the children.  Once the snacks are cleared away everyone helps to tidy away and the last 10 minutes of the session is a group singing time.  We attract families from both Sutton Bonington and the surrounding villages.  Over the past year we have continued to see new families joining us and enjoying the opportunity to meet with other families and see their children burn off some energy!  Each year we run two nearly new sales a Christmas party and an Easter egg hunt amongst other events.  We charge a small fee for each session (£1 for the first child and 50p for each additional child in the same family) in order to cover our costs.  


Village Show: Following the near disaster of 2008, last year’s show was an outstanding success. The attendance was approximately 5000 and we were blessed with fine weather. The income for 2009 was £27,700 and the expenditure was £16,000. £7,500 was given to various charities. The committee is always looking to support local good causes, so if you are aware of any local needs, please let the Show Committee know and we would be happy to consider a donation. This year’s show will be on September 5th and we look forward to seeing you there.





Horticultural Society: The Society has had another successful and busy year with a full programme of talks, visits to various gardens and most importantly social events. The membership is down a bit on previous years but the finances remain healthy. The entries in the annual Produce show were fewer than in the previous two years, mainly due to a significant fall in the number of entries in the handicraft and art classes. However, the Spring Show last month was almost too successful with the Village Hall being packed to overflowing and by far the greatest number of entries that we have ever had. Schedules for this years show are available from the Post Office and as obligatory these days on line.

















Mothers Union: Our branch of the Mothers’ Union has members from St. Michael’s with St Anne’s churches in Sutton Bonington and St. James’ in Normanton on Soar. We are a small branch and find it hard to join in with Deanery and Diocesan events, as our members are fully committed in many of our own parish activities. However, we strongly support the aims and objectives of the Mothers’ Union and wish to keep the branch alive in our parish. We met three times last year; in the Spring to help prepare activities for our Children’s Easter Club, in the Summer for an evening meeting, in the Winter to hold an Advent Carol Service with tea for our Senior Citizens.





Local History Society: Over the past year we have enjoyed the usual 7 evening meetings but after almost 30years it is not always possible to have talks on ‘local’ history but we do try. This year we have heard about ‘Hunting and Poaching in the Medieval English Landscape’ which was a fascinating talk on local archaeology from a lecturer at Nottingham University. We also heard about ‘Nottinghamshire Place Names’, ‘Glassmakers of Nottingham’ and ‘Lady Jane Grey’. One evening we took a social historical look at the English obsession with gardening and on another we had a light hearted quiz with antique objects from the celebrated historian Rodney Cousins. Valerie Henstock’s talk about ‘Lucy Hutchinson’ tonight completed the programme. A group visit was organised to Shugborough Hall as well as guided walks around Kegworth and Bosworth Battlefield. We were sorry to say goodbye to Sue Davidson who had been our chairman for a number of years. At the moment the committee are taking on the duties usually undertaken by the Chairman.





Youth Work:


The Hub – Year 10+ meets Wednesday 8pm. Paul and Sarah Tremeer are the main leaders. An innovative programme including trips out and evenings exploring issues relevant to young people from a Christian perspective. We encourage young people to be conscious of world issues and engage them in fundraising for the projects in Madagascar and Kenya. We are involved in these projects as a church as we have church members living permanently living out there or making regular trips to serve there. A weekend away is planned for later this term. About 20 young people attend regularly. 


Year 9+ our youth worker Martin Steel and a team of leaders run a contemporary style Sunday service with multimedia presentations, bible teaching and discussion groups. This meeting is usually based in Barrow and sometimes in Sutton Bonington, once a month on a Sunday evening. This group is called In/Sight. Martin works for Sutton Bonington Baptist and Barrow Baptist churches.


Rock Solid Year 7-9- this meets on Tuesday at 7.45pm. David and Karen Gray are the main club leaders. This is a fast moving programme of active games, group discussion, music etc. again allowing the young people to explore their values and Christian perspectives on life. Each year they have a residential weekend away. About 20 young people attend regularly.


For the first time in over 30yrs we are not currently running youth work specifically aimed at the Juniors age groups. We are however trying to develop our monthly Messy Church programme which is run jointly with the Anglican church to allow us to include more children from that age group. This is a creative style of church with lots of moving around. Story telling , crafts and music are the heart of this approach. We all share a buffet tea together at the end of the afternoon. We meet on the third Sunday of the month at 4pm.


Regarding our work with the international community in Sutton Bonington, we continue to run a Mosaic group for international women and their families who are often living here due to their husband’s studies. This group helps explain UK culture and build cross cultural friendships. We also run various bible study groups for International Students (which some UK students also join). These groups are enabled by Val Thompson who works for an organisation that is dedicated to helping International students find friendships and support amongst the UK Christian community.








Whist Drive The Whist Club meets in the Library of the Village Hall on Monday evenings throughout the year except for the first Monday of the month. Since 12th January 2009 36 Whist Drives have been held with an average of 24 players attending each. Our New Year’s Whist Drive was held on 12th January. It was well attended with 45 players taking par, four less than the previous year. Throughout the year we have funded many projects for St. Michael’s and St. Anne’s churches such as: 


Sanctuary lights


Storage boxes


Weed killer for St.Anne’s path


Celebration tree and brass plaque for St. Anne’s church. 


A hymn board, portable sound system and membership of the RSM for use by the choir. 


Various building materials for floor repairs 


Low energy light bulbs


Various keys


Vacuum cleaner 


Stationary 


Totalling £1050


We charge £1.50 entrance fee and hold a weekly raffle and run a ’13 Kitty’, which has been won 6 times throughout the year – the longest it lasted was 20 weeks – with 6 winning players each winning £10. At  the time of this report it ha been going since 10th August with £15 still in the kitty to be won We pay £13 for the hire of the library to hold weekly Whist Drives and paid £39 for the hall for the New Year’s Whist Drive in total we have paid £494 hire charges. We are very grateful to all tea ladies who turn up throughout the year to provide refreshments at half time, to the many people who gave prized and refreshments at the New Year’s Whist Drive and to all the players who turn out to support us eah week enabling us inturn to support our two churches. 2009 saw the retirement of Jessie Warren, Cyril Holmes and Bull Udall, they had supported us over many years and wish them all well. We were also saddened to learn that Edith Pearson and Vic Norden, again two players that had supported us over the years have passed away.





Spinney & Meadows (Nature Reserve).


It has been another year of care and maintenance with tidying up and pruning here and there as necessary. However, we have this year replaced the old wire fencing across the bottom of the playing field with a new post and rail fence, which has made a vast improvement. The Pre-school playgroup are now using the area, particularly the Spinney on a weekly basis as part of their ‘ Forest School’ scheme. The path through the Spinney is currently being re-made and everyone is urged to go down and admire the primroses which are currently in flower.





Matters of Report


STWA are currently being chased up by NCC re the repairs to the pothole on Park Lane.


It was suggested that a proper excavation of the road takes place as opposed to just resurfacing. It was felt that Sutton Bonington do not get their fair share of the County Council highway budget compared with other local villages.


Safety issues were raised re parking on Main Street near to the Post Office. It was suggested that double yellow lines be installed.


Bus shelter on Park Lane (Charnwood Fields) requires replacement light.


Meeting closed at 8.15 pm
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